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P . SCHEDULED FOR mAY 19a. HE DENIED THAT PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS VouLDd BE SYNCHRONIZED VITH THE 19a¢ LoCaAL

RERINDED THg PRESIDENT THAT our ABILITY Y0 PRovVIpE
ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE FoR PHILIPPINE PROBLEMS ¥AS

i PIRECTLY RELATED 7o THE GOP'S SUCCESS IN ITS REFORN
: ABENDA. TNg PRESIDENT SAID THaT HE HAD 'ORDERED

3, ACCONPANIED gY (HARGE D'AFFAIRES RICH. UNDER
SCCRETARY ARNACOST CALLED ON PRESIDENT RARCOS aT
AQLACANANG PALACE SATURDAY, JuNE 3. THE <ONVERSATION
LOSTED aLnostT TWO HOURS, DURING WHICH THE PRESIDENT
RENAINED PHYSICALLY ALERT aND POLITICALLY CANNY.

THE INSURGENCY
-1'-------------

‘ Y. THE PRESIDENT RESPONDED To UNDER SECRETARY

beon A ARnACOST' S QUESTIONS agour THE SECURITY SITUATION BY
CONNENTING CRITICALLY oN LABOR NINISTER OPLE’'S RECENT

: 39R001502110024-3 - - —
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/12 : CIA-RDP87MO005
T Sani



YUY O O i - -

C e g ———y—

“Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/12 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001502110024-3

SECRLT 3

WIOLENT INCIDENTS, rht NURBER OF VILLAGES CONTESTED OR
CONTROLLED BY THE NPA., AND THE SIZE OF THE C(PP/NPA*S
WASS BASE ALL SUGGESTED THE PROBLEM waAS GETTING WORSE --
A PROPOSITION THE PRESIDENT VIGOROUSLY CONTESTED. NE
FLAINMED THAT UNITS GUILTY OF HUMAN Rxcnxs ABUSES WERE
PEING RETRAINED: TMAT KILL RATIOS WERE NOW Y:) AND 5:3)
x AN FAVOR OF THE ARMED FORCESY THAT HE WAS PERSONALLY
i JORKING TO BOLSTER MORALE AND DIRECT OPERATIONS THROUGH
L PIRECT CONTACT WITH aLL LEVELS OF THE ARMED FORCES DOUN
7O THE BATTALION CONNANDERSY THAT INEFFECTUAL COMMANDERS
JERE BLING RELIEVED (f.G. NEGROS TASK FORCE COMMANDER
PHOSE UNIT WAS RECENTLY BLOODIED DUE TO NEGLIGENCE): aAND
1 THAT ECONOMIC REVIVAL wOULD INPROVE THE GOVERNMENT'S
PROSPECTS FURTHER. COMMENT: NARCOS' COMMENTS ON THE
INPA SEERED NYOPIC AND POLLYANNISH. WHEN ARMACOST
KHALLENGED HIS CASUALTY FIGURES, MARCOS CLAIMED THE
(FOVERNNENT ¥AS NOT ACKNOWLEDGING FuLL INSURGENT
£ASUALTIES IN THE PRESS IN ORDER TO AVOID PROVOKING
CRITICISH FROM HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS. WMILE HE PUT ON A
[PRAVURA PERFORMANCE . RECITING AYRIAD DETAILS oF sSmaLL
WNIT OPERATIONS. ETC., HIS GENERAL DIAGNOSES OF THE
PROBLEN CONTAINED SCARCCLY ANY POLITICAL COMPONENT. AS

GOP INTELLIGENCE. HE OFFERED No CONVINCING STRATEGY FOR
COUNTERING THE NPA, AND CLEARLY INTENDS TO KEEP THE
COORDINATION OF COUNTER-INSURGENCY ACTIONS EXCLUSIVELY
FIXED IN HIS OWN HANDS.

ELECTION SYNCHRONIZATION

'-------—a‘-—---------—----

b. PNARCOS SAID HE WAS OPPOSED TO HOLDING THE
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN 198b TOGETHER WITH THE ELECTION
FOR GOVERNORS AND MAYORS. "ME WILL STICK TO THE
ORIGINAL SCHEDULE."™ HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WERE
SORE IN THE KBL WwHO WERE ADVOCATING SYNCHRONIZATION \Y )
THAT THE PRESIDENT CouLD LEND GREATER POLITICAL LUSTER
AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT T¢ LOCAL CANDIDATES. HOWEVER,

NARCOS SAID HE FELT THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION "

SHOULD FOCUS oON NATIONAL QUESTIONS AND NOT BE CONFUSED
LOCAL PERSONALITIES. Hg SAID KE

ASSENBLYNEN. HOWEVER, THIS DECISION woOUuLD HAVE To0 BE
NADE PRIOR TO THE ELECTION IN NAY 198L SO THAT IT WAS
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CLEAR HOW LONG THE TERM OF THE INCUMBENTS WAS To BF.
SUCH AN ADJUSTHENT CouLD BE NADE BY THE PARLIAMENT,
WHEREAS A CHANGE IN THE TINING OF TNE PRESIDENTIAL

HE ALSO CONFIRMED WIS OWN INTENT TO RUN FOR THE
PRESIDENCY AGAIN IN 1947. NOR DID HE RISE TO THE BAIT

WHEN ARMACOST ASKED JOKINGLY WHETHER HE DIDN'T FEEL HE
HAD EARNED A PEACEFUL RETIREMENT.

THE VICE PRESIDENCY

7. UNDER SECRETARY ARMACOST ASKED THE PRESIDENT ABOUT
HIS PLANS T0 DEVELOP FUTURE LEADERSHIP IN THE GOVERNING
KBL PARTY AND WHOM MHE CONSIDERED THE STRONG POLITICAL
SR I LEADERS ANMONG HIS PARTY COLLEAGUES. BY INFERENCE THE
GUESTION WAS WHOM WOULD ME PICK FOR A RUNNING MATE IF HE
DID INDEED RUN AGAIN HIMSELF. RARCOS COMMENTED THAT IT
{ WAS TRADITIONAL TO BALANCE THE TICKET MITH SOMEONE FRoON
\ ANOTHER REGION.OF THE COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH HE NENTIONED
DEPUTY PRINE MINISTER RONO (FROM SAMAR) IN PASSING - HE
ENPHASIZED THAT PARLIAMENT SPEAKER YNIGUEZ (FROM LEYTE)
WAS A STRONG LEADER AND WOULD BE A STRONG CANDIDATE AND

OFFER BALANCE TO A KBL TICKET. HE ALSO MENTIONED CESAR
VIRATA.

CCOMNENT:  YNIGUEZ. WHO IS THE SAME AGE AS MARCOS AND
CONSIDERED A WEAK FIGURE., WOULD CLEARLY NOT OFFER ANY
CHALLENGE TO THE PRESIDENT. NOR WOULD HE BRING ANY
SIGNIFICANT ELECTORAL SUPPORT TO THE TICKET.)

NILITARY LEADERSHIP

e m eSS . rccc e rc v e e o -

8- ARMACOST ASKED FOR THE PRESIDENT'S ASSESSMENT oOF THE
REFORM NOVENENT AMONG YOUNGER OFFICERS IN THE AFP.
PRESIDENT NARCOS DESCRIBED IN SOME DETAIL THE MEETING HE

e e HE GRUDGINGLY ADMITTED THAT SONE OF THEIR "GRIPES™ ABOUT '’

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ASSIGNNENTS AND PRONOTIONS HAD SonE
. VALIDITY. CLAIRMED TO HAVE PROMOTED A NUMBER OF THREN ON
THE SPOT. AND CONTENDED THAT HE WAS ADDRESSING THE
PROBLER OF OVERSTAYING GENERALS. 1IN RESPONSE To
ARMACOST'S FURTHER QUESTIONS., HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE
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ALL FACETS OF THIS ISSUE INTO CONSIDERATION AT THE
APPROPRIATE TIME. HE INPLIED THAT HE HAD A BRIEF,
RITUAL REINSTATRMENT IN MIND+ BUT HE DID NOT PRECISELY
CONFIRM THIS. ARMACOST NERELY NOTED THAT THE ISSuE
CARRIES GREAT SYMBOLIC WEIGHT IN THE UNITED STATES, AND
17 1S REGARDED AS A GUESTION WHICH TRANSCENDS THE ISSug
OF CRININAL CULPABILITY, INVOLVING AS IT DOES THC
FURTHER QUESTION OF CONNAND RESPONSIBILITY.

THE AQUINO TRIAL

e T ecmecc e cmc e

3. CONNENTING ON THE AQUINO ASSASSINATION TRIAL ., THE
PRESIDENT QUESTIONED THE CREDIBILITY OF THE KEY
PROSECUTION YITNESS. NS. QUIJANO (™THE CRYING LADY™).
ARAACOST NOTED THAT WE HAD HEARD DISQUIETING RUMORS THAT
NS. QUIJANO WAS BEING SUBJECTED TO HARASSMENT AND

ALLEGATIONSS BUT THAT IFf THEY WERE TRUE. THEY WOoULD BE
DEEPLY DANMAGING TO THE PHILIPPINE GOVERMENT. PRESIDENT
RARCOS DENIED THAT THE GOVERNNENT WAS INVOLVED IN ANY
SUCH HARASSNENT, AND CLAINED TO HAVE TOLD KEY ASSOCIATES
THAT IF ANY HARNM BEFELL NS. QUIJANO THIS uwouLpd DANAGE
THE PHILIPPINE MILITARY ESTABLISHNENT MOST oF ALL. YET

DAUGHTER OF A PROMINENT OPPOSITION POLITICIAN
(ASSENBLYWONAN EVA KALAW) AND THAT IT APPEARED
SUSPICIOUS THAT QUIJANO'S BROTHER AND SISTER HAD BEEN

GIVEN U.S. GREEN CARDS. "IT WOULD BE BETTER IF Bt KEPT
THIS QUIET.™ HE NOTED.

U.S. ASSISTANCE :

32. ARMACOST ENPHASIZED USG CONCERNS TO ASSIST THE
PHILIPPINES DURING THESE CRITICAL TINES AND THE
INPORTANCE OF MOVING AHEAD WITH THE PRESIDENT'S REFORN
AGENDA IN THE ARNED FORCES AND IN THE ECONOMIC SECTOR IN
ORDER THAT WE CAN CREDIBLY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
FROM THE CONGRESS. nARCOS SAID THAT HE HAD SIGNED AN

SLOWING THE COMPLETION oOF OUR-UNDERSTANDINGS ON o
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SELF-HELP RNEASURES WHICK WERE NECESSARY To CoNCLuDE A
PL-4ag AGREENENT. HE STRESSE)D THAT TIng VAS VERY SHORT
TO ENABLE yg To PROCEED WITH SUCH aN AGREENENT THIS YEAR
AND THaAT 17 WOouULD BE HELPFUL 1F THE PRESIDENT ouLp
FoLLOW-uP T ENSURE THat HIS INTENTIONS WERE BEING

| }3. THE PRESIDENT was INTELLECTUALLY aLgpy THROUGHOUT
THE ALMOST Tyo-Hours CONVERSATION, ALTHouGH OFTEN HE

l RANBLED ON NINUTIAE wHr(g ELUDING THE QUESTION posep.

f MIS RECALL OF DETAILS yas AS INPRESSIVE AS Usual . ang HE

; TRIED HARD To Appgag COMPLETELY IN Commanp.

YAYING THAT IF NECESSARY KWE WOULD CaLL ON THE usg FOR

NILITARY HELP AGAINST THE NPA INSURGENCY. HE MAY Havg

FURPOSELY NININIZED TNg SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION To

AVOID any INFERENCE THat DIRECT usg INTERVENTION woulp
£D

6E REQUIRED.
15.  WITH REcaRDp T ELELCTION SYNCHRONIZATION, maRcCos !
SOUNDED CONVINCING IN W DENIAL THAT THERE wILL g ANY

1Ra7. HOWEVER ., HE HAS NoT FORECLOSED HIS OPTIONS
ConPLETELY AND ONE SHouL)p NOT YET ASSUME THaT FURTHER
TACTICAL SHIFT are FORECLOSED. HIS ASSERTION TO UNDER
SECRETARY ARMACOST THaT THERE wouLp BE NO "SNapn '
CLECTION yas GIVEN BANNER HEADLINES IN THE ESTABLISHHCNT
PRESS uung 2. FOR RALACANANG THIS SERvED AS A DECISIVE

Clia PIRECTOR Casey HAD URGED THE PRESIDENT To SPEED-yp
THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION TINE TaeLE.

. HIg HANDLING oF THE oOF GENERAL vER IsSsue PARALLELED
THE MANNER IN WHICH HE Hag DEALT wITH THIS IN OTHER
RECENT MEETINGS wITH SENIOR AHERICAN VISITORS, l.E.
ASSCRTY NATIONAL PREROGATIVES: NOTE a "CONNITRENT™ T0
- VER. AND €nD BY SUGGESTING THAT THE ARERICAN CONCERNS
ARE BEING HEARD AND yILL 8¢E CONSIDERED ALONG WITH aLL
AV

SECRET

- - - - - ) o~ ol -

: 39R001502110024-3 .
itized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/12 : CIA-RDP87M005
. . Sanitize

ST T



Ll :
‘Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/12 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001502110024-3

SECRET : ’ 2

3?2, MNIs REF
ERENCE T
NOR NoBLE 0 THE aquin !
+ IT ESSENT 0 TRIAL yas -
A IA NEIT
| ABASSADOR BoSyoRTH N ::: ggpttrcb WHAT He ,étgf" NEw
| 18. | " I
® N Sun, THE
SOREWHAT nmog UNDER SECRETARY F¢
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